[Learning and extinction of passive avoidance in mice with high predisposition to catalepsy].
The passive avoidance learning and extinction in mice strain ASC with high predisposition to catalepsy as compared with mice of CBA and AKR strains were analyzed. Impairment of fear extinction as a major symptom of depression was revealed in ASC mice, whereas a delay of extinction in CBA mice and fast formation of new inhibitory learning in AKR mice were found. It is suggested that the long persistence of fear in ASC mice results from increased anxiety during the repeated presentation of a context in the absent of aversive stimulus. Defect of fear inhibition in ASC mice makes it possible to use this strain of mice as genetic model of depression.